
VOL. 26, ISSUE 01  www.MalibuRWF.org                 JANUARY 2009 

 
 THE 

RENOWNED FILMMAKER to SPEAK  
at JANUARY 23 MEETING 

 

We are very fortunate to have as our first speaker of the year, Cyrus Nowrasteh.  

Writer, producer, and director for television and movies for 23 years: In 2001 he 

wrote and directed The Day Reagan Was Shot, and in 2002, wrote 10,000 Black 

Men named George, the true story of the famous Pullman strike of the 1930s, 

both for Showtime.  For these films, he won the PEN Literary Award for best tele-

play. He then wrote the Emmy-winning TNT series Into The West. 

 

Our luncheon meeting will take place from 12:00 ï 1:30 

pm at Dukeôs of Malibu on Friday, January 23.  Please 

arrive on time for a seated meal. 

 

Cyrus Nowrasteh wrote and produced the acclaimed yet 

controversial ABC miniseries The Path To 9/11, which 

aired on Sept. 10th and 11th 2006 to incredible ratings and 

nearly 28 million viewers.  Based on real characters and 

events, it is epic in scope, a ñhow we got thereò lead-up 

to the attacks of 9/11. 

 

Due to the controversy over the miniseries generated by President Clinton and his 

supporters, Cyrus became the target of the Clinton attack machine. Responding 

vigorously on CNN, Fox News, talk radio and in two op-eds in the WSJ, he de-

fended the miniseries and objected to the blatant political spin that to this day sup-

presses its DVD release. 

 

Cyrus has a new film set to be released in Spring 2009, The Stoning of Soraya M. 

It is the harrowing true story of a woman stoned to death in Iran under Sharia 

Law, and how the story got the attention of news media around the world, embar-

rassing the Iranian government.  He will present excerpts from both films and talk 

about the fascinating issues surrounding them. 

ELEPHANT 

 

Cyrus Nowrasteh, filmmaker  

Malibu Republican  

 Women Federated   

WINS LACFRW 2008 
MEMBERSHIP AWARD  

for  

Largest Club 
Growth  

 

CONGRATULATIONS!  

January Luncheon 
ðððððððððððððððïððð 

Featured Speaker: 
          Cyrus Nowrasteh 
  
Date:  Friday, January 23 
  
Time:  12:00 - 1:30 pm 
  
Location:  Duke's of Malibu 
21150 Pacific Coast Hwy. 
  
Cost:  $35 
  
RSVP by January 19 to: 
Sally Zamarin at 310-457-3530 
ronssal@verizon.net or fill out 
RSVP form below 

 

***************************************************************************************** 
RSVP by JANUARY 19, 2009 

  
Name:________________________________________ Guests:________________________________ 

  
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Phone:________________________ Email:_________________________________________________ 
  

Pay by check____   Pay by Credit Card #  ___________________________________________________ 
  

$35 per person   Total $___________ Visa___Mastercard ___Expiration Date:______________________ 
  

(Send to: MRWF P.O. Box 164, Malibu, CA 90265 or email Sally Zamarin ronssal@verizon.net) 
 



President's Message  
by Alice M. Starr 
 

2008 was a year we will long remem-

ber.  From the financial crisis in the 

housing market to the highest unem-

ployment in more than 30 years to the 

bankruptcy of the auto industry, our 

economy is in the doldrums.  From 

the unprecedented election of Barack 

Obama to the passage of Proposition 

8, the people have spoken.      

     Now that Republicans have been voted out of power, we 

must boldly set forth realistic, innovative proposals and 

support leaders who will shore up confidence in the finan-

cial sector.  On a local level, we need to revive the Republi-

can Party by recruiting more members to MRWF, by invit-

ing the public to hear some of our dynamic speakers and 

writing "Letters to the Editor" about important issues.  

     Thanks to the tireless work of our board in 2008 and 

especially program chair, Lorraine Stalberg, record num-

bers attended our meetings and our membership more than 

doubled.  In January comedian Evan Sayet entertained us; 

featured speakers Larry Greenfield and Heidi Bernard 

followed in February. In March we had a panel of four ex-

cellent speakers talk about the election, and in April, Den-

nis Prager hosted his radio program and spoke to our Club 

at Pepperdine.  What a treat! 

     May was the date of our FUNraiser with Pat Boone, 

Wink Martindale and Kevin James ï quite a line-up.  

June brought us Bruce Herschensohn, an expert on Islamic 

terrorists.  And who could forget September, when we 

hosted a tea for Virginia Thomas and had a chance to hear 

Justice Clarence Thomas speak, not to mention the oppor-

tunity to attend a lecture by former Attorney General John 

Ashcroft. 

     October was "The Great Debate" between Robert Kauf-

man and Douglas Kmiec at Pepperdine, while November 4 

was our Election Night Party where we had a good time 

despite the results.  The final program of the year was our 

Christmas Pot Luck Luncheon, which gave us a chance to 

celebrate the holidays and honor our men and women in the 

military. 

     2009 promises to be another fine year for MRWF.  We 

will merge with members of the Bel-Air Club and are al-

ready lining up some magnificent speakers and programs.  

So renew your membership today as we work together to 

inspire young and old to the Republican ideals.  The future 

holds great promise! 

                                        Warmest regards,  Alice 

Membership ReportïRENEW TODAY   
(2009 Membership application enclosed) 
 

Welcome to new MRWF member: 

Jennifer Ries 

  

We also welcome members of the Bel-Air Republi-

can Women Federated, who voted to merge with 

Malibu RWF starting in January, 2009.   All active 

members will have a chance to vote on a name 

change to Malibu/Bel-Air Republican Women Feder-

ated at our February meeting.  

 

Members in the News 
 
Congratulations to member Heidi Bernard as she 

assumes her duties as President of the Malibu Cham-

ber of Commerce in January ï several members came 

to see Heidi honored at a Pepperdine Women's bas-

ketball game on December 3. 

 

Congratulations to member Beverly Taki who has 

established the first virtual real estate brokerage firm 

in Malibu, Taki Real Estate Services. 

 

Our sincere condolences go out to member Tally 

Phillbrick for the loss of her husband, Russell A. 

Phillbrick, on Nov. 16 after a long battle with cancer. 

 

Associate member Bart Baker was featured in The 

Malibu Times for his work as a former firefighter 

trying to prevent disasters in Malibu and his current 

work as an insurance and financial services agent, 

helping victims of fires put their lives back together.  

 

Mark Your Calendars!   

 
January 1, 2009 - Happy New Year! 

  
Monday, January 12 - Board Meeting 

12 noon Home of Lorraine Stalberg 

  
Friday, January 23 

Filmmaker Cyrus Nowrasteh 
Duke's of Malibu 

12:00 - 1:30 pm 
  

Wednesday, January 28 

LACFRW Leadership Seminar 
San Gabriel Hilton 

9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
  

Monday, February 2 - Board Meeting 

12 noon Home of Lorraine Stalberg 

 



Troop Packing Party 
by Cindy Linke 
 

The packing party on Nov. 20th was like Santa's workshop, 

with 51 patriotic Christmas elves scurrying around, mak-

ing colorful decorations, writing letters, and packing festive 

bags for the troops.  Members arrived with their arms loaded 

down with useful items and willing, working 

hands.  DôAmore's Pizza donated a delicious salad and many 

members brought tempting homemade goodies to keep the 

volunteers going through the morning.  The group was jovial 

and congenial, with many familiar faces returning and many 

new ones, including two young children who worked hard 

and stayed through the whole event.  This time, 6 schools in 

Malibu wrote letters and donated items.  The schools were 

Webster Elementary, Our Lady of Malibu, Juan Cabrillo, 

Point Dume School, Malibu Middle School, and View-

point.  Our collective efforts yielded 1,150 packages.  

  

Thanks to all our wonderful, generous, hard-working, deeply 

caring MRWF members!! 

 
Christmas Luncheon 
by Lorraine Stalberg 
  

 Our December 12 Christmas luncheon at Becky and Dick Kellerôs home was a wonderland of beauty.  In 

front of the tree, members lovingly placed donations of stuffed animals for the My Stuff Bag Foundation for abused 

and neglected children, and toys for Toys for Tots, whose director, A.J. Fay said the need this year is especially great.  

Singing Colonel Gil Lafferty brought his Hawaiian ukulele, Spanish classical guitar and steel-string guitar to 

serenade us with lovely Christmas songs while we ate delicious home-made salads, casseroles, hams and desserts.  We 

packed up the leftovers and sent them with General Michael Teilmann to the Bob Hope USO at LAX for our troops 

passing through.  

Gen. Teilmann, Exec. Director of the LA area USO, cheerfully served as our emcee, presenting gifts and cer-

tificates of thanks from MRWF to the invited veterans and active duty military whom we wished to honor.  One hon-

oree, member Maria Collinsô husband, John, served in WWII at Rabaul and Bougainville, and brought Navy Dept. 

photos of the Japanese surrender on the USS Missouri. Sitting on a ship in Manila Harbor in 1945, he awaited orders to 

invade the home islands of Japan, when we dropped the bomb on Hiroshima.  He said, ñIt worked.ò 

Judge Marta Villanea Enstrom, of Bel-Air RWF, installed the 2009 MRWF Officers, presenting to each a 

long-stemmed rose.  Born in Costa Rica, she says her proudest moment was when she became an American citizen. 

The program ended with Pepperdine School of Law Professor Herb Cihak, a Reagan Library docent, giving a fasci-

nating slide show on White House Christmases past.   

   
 

             

 Sgts. Alexandra Travison and Laurel 

Benghauser stand poolside  

with member Linda McCarthy  

Veteran Robert McCarthy receives  

recognition from Lorraine Stalberg and  

Gen. Michael  Teilmann 

Troop packing party volunteers  

Stuffing 1,150 care packages for the troops  

 



Government's view of the  

economy could be summed up in a 

few short phrases: If it moves, tax it. 

If it keeps moving, regulate it. And 

if it stops moving, subsidize it.  

Ronald Reagan  
 

 

MRWF Newsletter Sponsored by:        Contact Your Republican Officials: 

 
 

Claudia Sangster, 310-407-1141 
Claudia.Sangster@HarrisMyCFO.com 

Pres. George W. Bush: www.whitehouse.gov       (202) 456-1111 

 

U.S. Senate & House of Representatives:     (877)762-8762  

www.house.gov www.senate.gov                    (202) 224-3121 

   

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger (R):  

State Capitol, Sacramento, CA 95814      (916) 445-2841 

www.gov.ca.gov/interact                                (916) 558-3160 fax 

   

Los Angeles County Federation of Republican Women:  LACFRW 

P.O. Box 4884, Covina, CA 91723                  (626) 826-1937 

Mary Lou Terranova www.lacfrw.org  

   

California Federation of Republican Women:  CFRW 

1225 8th Street, #342, Sacramento, CA 95814     (916) 442-4084 

Kathleen Brugger www.cfrw.org  

Dawn Wetzel southerndivisionpres@cfrw.org  

   

National Federation of Republican Women:  NFRW 

124 N. Alfred St., Alexandria, VA 22314     (703) 548-9688 

Shirley Sadler, Pres. www.nfrw.org  

   

California Republican Party:  CAGOP  

1903 W. Magnolia Blvd. Burbank, CA 91506     (818) 841-5210 

Ron Nehring, Chair www.cagop.org  

   

Republican National Committee:  RNC  

310 First Street SE, Washington, DC 20003    (202) 863-8500 

Jo Ann Davidson www.gop.com 

  

PO Box 164 ¶ Malibu, CA 90265 

    ¶ www.MalibuRWF.org ¶ 

Beverly Taki, Realtor® 310-456-4843 

   beverly@beverlytaki.com 

Cardinal Investment Co.  

- - - - - - - -  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Alice M. Starr, Consultant              
   StarrStrategies@gmail.com 

mailto:beverly@beverlytaki.com
mailto:StarrStrategies@gmail.com

